
Mike, I want to send you and Gloria a note, congratulating you on building an 
impressive magazine from humble beginnings. I read and enjoy each and every issue. 
Your name change was a good move as well. Best wishes for a successful 2013!
 Helmut Dostal, Publisher, HOMEFRONT

Lovely new issue of the NEV. Enjoyed lingering over the lovely photos and the 
interesting articles. That photo of you about to jump into the void is priceless.
 Laurent Thibault, Georgetown

Thank you for the excellent article about our Black Bank Hill project. The article is 
informative and well written and the photos artful. I am very pleased and hope we can 
work together again in the near future!
 Christine Lolley, Solares Architecture Inc., Toronto

I’m very happy with the way my photo came out in the center spread. Issues were 
distributed amongst our camera club. Even my dentist commented on my photo. I’m 
enjoying the articles too.
 Greg Coman, Georgetown
Clarification:
In our Winter 2012 issue, Evan Hernder was identified as being of Hernder Estate Wines. 
Although a member of the Hernder family, Evan Hernder is not affiliated with the winery.

Editor

Today, as I was looking in my hall closet for something else, I found a Winter 2011 copy of 
Escarpment Views. Whatever I had been looking for was forgotten as I devoured the pages 
of your magazine. On page 18 [in "The Ultimate Antique" by Chris Mills], I spotted two 
chairs on each side of the fireplace that were exactly the same as a set I use each day… 
When I think of the Escarpment, my thoughts travel back to life on my grandparents’ farm 
which extended from Fly Road to the top of the escarpment in Vineland. The lane to the 
farmhouse turned in from Fly Road and travelled north, bisecting the farm and ending at 
what is now Vineland Estates Winery. Our six-bedroom farmhouse and the entire farm 
was swallowed up by a large stone and gravel pit. But the attic at the top of the house 
was a haven for me in my growing-up years. A north-facing window had a window seat 
overlooking the farm and beyond to Lake Ontario. It was a perfect spot to curl up and read 
the many old books that were there. Please find enclosed a cheque for subscriptions for 
myself and my daughter and her husband. His sister and her husband had been storing this 
furniture. They have an island cottage near Manitoulin Island and she has walked the entire 
Bruce Trail. I am looking forward to receiving my first issue of Escarpment Views.
 Lois Filce, Beamsville

Just wanted to share how much the Autumn 2012 Chris Mills feature on Sir Isaac Brock 
meant to me. Dear friends from Queenston, where I grew up, had passed along a copy of 
your stellar magazine a while back. I apologize for getting this note off to you only now. 
It was an absolutely genuine treat to be reminded of the most significant, historical 
setting where I was privileged to spend my formative years. Almost literally, my family of 
six lived in the shadow of Brock’s Monument. We kids attended Laura Secord Memorial 
School (now closed, sadly), and later Niagara District Secondary (also no more). Too, 
there was membership in the congregation of St. Saviour’s Anglican Church -- I served 
there as an altar-boy into my teens. Memories of our times in Queenston will remain 
forever with us, aided in no small way by things like the terrific photos that accompanied 
Mills’ article. None of us is in the area any more, sorry to say. One brother, Jim, lives in 
Florida while our parents both died here in B.C., where my other two siblings and I live. 
Immeasurable thanks to you and all concerned, for this fantastic piece of work!
 Jerry Pickard, Richmond, B.C.  
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K nown as Black 
Bank Hill after its 
location, the house 
could be considered 

a testament to sustainable 
design and construction and 
an example of how in-depth 
planning can keep building 
projects on time and 

budget, meet all the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission 
(NEC) approvals, as well as 
keep energy consumption 
costs to a bare minimum.

“It uses 60 per cent less 
energy than a typical Canadian 
home of an equivalent size 
and has achieved an Energuide 

Rating of 86 through a 
combination of design and 
construction techniques and 
building materials,” says 
Christine Lolley, a designer 
and co-principal of Solares 
Architecture Inc. 

Energy-Efficiency 
at Black Bank Hill

By Dan O’Reilly  Photos by Mike Davis except where noted

Located on a high plateau overlooking the Mulmur Township hills, a 1,756-square-foot L-shaped 
bungalow offers its owners scenic views, a comfortable lifestyle, and low energy bills. 

▲ A house for the 21st century. 
“Winters here are incredibly cold 
and windy,” say the owners. 
An energy-efficient house can 
keep costs down. Yet even in 
the hottest parts of summer, no 
air conditioning is needed at 
Black Bank Hill. Photo by Andrea 
Hunniford for Solares Architecture.
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“Layered Ontario,” showing the Niagara Escarpment in Mono Cliffs Provincial Park
Photograph by Greg Coman
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The Ultimate Antique

Continued on page 28

“We took our time with it, so it 
was definitely a labour of love,” says 
Doug, who contracted the work-
men and finishers to ensure the 
authenticity of every aspect of the 
reconstruction. Bev researched and 
conducted the decoration, includ-
ing a full year painting.

“We’ve always been great admir-
ers of antiques and old houses, and 
we liked the idea of restoring one,” 
she says. “After all, a house has to be 
the ultimate antique.”

Constructed originally in 1830 
by a prosperous Pennsylvanian, 
Robert Schooley, the house saw its 
share of history, including as a sanc-
tuary for Robert Schooley Jr. who 
hid from the British following his 
activities in the unsuccessful McK-
enzie Rebellion of 1837.

On the Escarpment
Relocated to Niagara-on-the-Lake 
in 1989, the house now overlooks 
Queenston Landing, the riverside 
docks where in the 18th and 19th 
centuries the site provided the 
staging location for everything 
that moved down the St. Law-
rence into central North America. 
It’s situated a few hundred yards 
from the Bruce Trail, from the site 
of Brock’s death, from the redan 
platform where a mortar fought 
the American invaders, and from 
William Lyon MacKenzie’s origi-
nal printery, home of one of the 
seven oldest working printers in 
the world.

The property bears all the 
benefits of the northern reaches 
of the Carolinian forest, replete 
with pin oak, Kentucky coffee 
tree, sweet gumwood, syca-
more, beech, maple, spruce and 
white pine mixed with gardens 
of wild flowers and a patch of 
apple, peach and pear trees.

Starting with the wreck they 
faced, it’s difficult to fathom 
how they accomplished what 
stands today. But perusing such 
sources as heritage home maga-
zines, Doug unquestionably 
knows his house.

“The Wilderness Georgian 
design (called Federal in the 

The master bedroom has a side door to the huge balcony that 
overlooks the expansive back yard and the Niagara River.

The front sitting room with one of 
the several fireplaces in the house.

The authentic kitchen was entirely restored 
except for the original floor, which was 
too worn to be retained. The owners did, 
however, reclaim all its original nails.

Something new: the sunroom 
addition has walls of windows, 
a ceramic tile floor and a 
walkout to the slate patio.

It was an act barely four 
months into the War of 1812 
that produced a rallying cry 
to “Avenge the General!” that 

may have helped galvanize British 
resolution to repulse an invader 
more than 10 times its population, 
and that helped save Canada from 
becoming another U.S. state.

Because of this, Major 
General Sir Isaac Brock now 
has named after him the Brock 
Medal, Sir Isaac Brock Public 
School, the Brock Monument, 
Brock University, not to mention 
Brockton and numerous streets. 

Hero of the 
Battle of 
Queenston 
Heights:

Who 
was Sir 
Isaac 
Brock?

Written and photographed by Chris 
Mills except where noted

Sir Isaac Brock’s renown survives to 
this day as the hero of Upper Canada, 
an able administrator and a beloved 
leader of Canada’s British subjects. 
But 200 years ago in October, he 
leapt from his horse to lead fewer 
than 300 men on foot against more 
than five times as many Americans 
entrenched atop Queenston Heights 
before he fell in an onslaught of 
U.S. lead and cannon fire at the 
foot of the Niagara Escarpment.

◀ Cannon overlooks the Queenston 
docks today. This isn’t the exact location 
or the exact gun of the 18-pound 
cannon that the British spiked when 
they were overwhelmed at the top of 
Queenston Heights, but it has a good 
view of the Queenston Docks where 
the attacking Americans landed.

▲ The Battle of Queenston Heights took Isaac Brock’s life on Oct. 13, 1812. From where the cannons were placed, 
first the British, then the Americans had this strategic view of the Niagara River and the village of Queenston.

◀ War horse memorial: brass 
sculpture of Brock’s horse Alfred. 
At Brock’s death, his aide-de-
camp Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Macdonell mounted Alfred to 
charge again, but both Macdonell 
and Alfred died in the attack.

Even the Americans wrote 
laudably of him. 

He may have proven himself 
because he defied the passivity 
of the Canadas’ governor who 
insisted in the face of U.S. military 
preparations that Britain should 
take only defensive measures 
in order to avoid riling the U.S.  
Upper Canada, they decided, was 
essentially indefensible since it was 
so far from Montreal. Better to let 
it go and save Lower Canada.

Or perhaps the British Empire 
Loyalists who fled the 1776 
American Revolution approved of 
the man who criss-crossed Lower 
and Upper Canada enlisting, 
arming and training local militias, 
reinforcing decrepit forts, and 
pushing his superiors to fund 
suppliers, guns and militia.
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