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Valerie Jones and Bruce King of 
Kolapore on the summit of Mount 

Dhaulagiri, part of the Niagara 
Escarpment. The Duncan Crevice Caves 

cliffs are visible on the horizon.



Written & photographed by Sandra J. Howe except where noted

STANDING ATOP MOUNT DHAULAGIRI, I struggle to catch my breath after the 
long climb. The spectacular views make the workout worthwhile. The cliffs of 
Duncan Crevice Caves Provincial Nature Reserve are visible to the northwest. 
On a clear day, you can see the expanse of the Beaver Valley beyond. To the 

south and west far below are the marshy headwaters of Mill Creek. An amusing sign 
indicates that this very steep edge is the trail end. Good idea to stop here! �
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Skiing the 
Kolapore 
Wilderness 
Trails



The Kolapore Uplands are 
located west of Collingwood 
and south of Thornbury along 
the Niagara Escarpment. 
The Bruce Trail runs across 
the northern edge of the 
area. Skiing at Kolapore is 
a challenge and a pleasure. 
Volunteers maintain 50 km 
of superb trails in a massive 
land tract owned mainly by 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority and Grey County. 

“The Kolapore Wilderness 
Trails traverse a rugged 
semi-wilderness area with 
steep slopes, rocky areas, and 
numerous streams and wet 
areas,” notes the trail map. 
Kolapore is a treasure of wild 
space in the heart of Grey 
County. An ecological survey 

of the Niagara Escarpment 
described Kolapore as part 
of a “highly significant, 
connected, 70-square-km 
regional woodland, and vital 
to the long-term ecological 
health of Ontario.”

Bruce King, president of 
Kolapore Wilderness Trails 
Association, has skied and 
volunteered at Kolapore for 
more than 40 years. He lives 
at Kolapore and offers this 
essential information: “These 
trails are not groomed which 
means that on good powder 
days the skiing is wonderful 
and on icy days it is horrid. 
We do get great snow though! 
Kolapore’s highest elevation is 
300 m above Georgian Bay so 

� The view from Metcalfe Rock. The UTOC house and the 10th Line are visible below. There is a parking lot 
and access point to Metcalfe Rock on the 10th Line but no parking is permitted elsewhere along the road.

� Valerie Jones makes the challenging downhill runs of Kolapore look easy.
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Continued on page 42  �



� The Metcalfe Crevice Sidetrail 
below Metcalfe Rock is very steep 

and more suited to hiking or 
snowshoeing. The crevice itself is 

accessible all year but the climb 
to the top gets very icy. It is a 

fascinating area to explore.
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temperatures are cooler and 
snowfall is abundant. Also 
some areas are quite remote 
and you can’t count on cell 
phone coverage.” Bruce is 
on the trails often wearing 
a red “Trail Guide” bib.

The Trails
The trail system is best 
suited to intermediate and 
advanced skiers due to the 
nature of the terrain. At the 
southern edge are some 
easier trails that still provide 
a wonderful wilderness 
experience. Trail conditions 
are updated frequently at the 
website www.kolaporetrails.
org. A trail map is essential 

to keep oriented and safe. If 
you are properly prepared 
and equipped, Kolapore 
Wilderness Trails can provide 
many seasons worth of 
amazing, cross-country skiing. 
The wild beauty of the area 
will also capture your heart.

The Kolapore Trails began 
as an idea in 1973 when 
members of the University 
of Toronto Outing Club 
(UTOC) visited the McGill 
Outing Club’s house in the 
Laurentians. Here UTOC 
members discovered the 
fun of traditional wilderness 
skiing. The UTOC house at 
Metcalfe Rock in Kolapore, 
used primarily as a base for 
downhill skiing, caving, rock 
climbing and hiking, then 

became a base for exploring 
wilderness ski potential in the 
area. An “Opportunities for 
Youth” work crew and UTOC 
volunteers designed and cut 
the initial trail network. In 
December 1973, the Kolapore 
Wilderness Trails officially 
opened. A rudimentary 
guide map sold for 25 cents. 

The trail network has 
evolved and adapted over the 
years. Trail names and routes 
require occasional changes. 
Tornado damage in 1999 
caused the closure of a small 
section. A route currently 
called the Jackrabbit Trail 
was named for Jackrabbit 
Johannsen who developed 
Laurentian trails that inspired 
the Kolapore Trails. Originally 

this section was called “Scared 
Old Lady” for an unco-
operative landowner. Trails 
have been rerouted around 
very wet or hazardous sections 
to protect the environment and 
skiers. Boardwalks and bridges 
receive regular upgrades to 
keep trails safe and viable. 
Dedicated volunteers work 
tirelessly to maintain the 
trail network. The excellent 
guide map now sells for $5.

Other Activities
The trails organization is also 
evolving. The new Kolapore 
Wilderness Trails Association 
replaces a management 
committee loosely affiliated 
with UTOC. Its stated mission 
is “to develop and maintain a 
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sustainable, year-round, multi-
use, wilderness trail network in 
the Kolapore Uplands.” These 
priorities reflect the concerns 
of balancing environmental 
protection with user-group 
interests. Hikers and mountain 
bikers use the trails in 
other seasons. The trails are 
dedicated for cross-country 
skiers in winter. Much of 
Kolapore is public lands so 
logging and hunting also 
happen here. Maintaining 
and enhancing co-operation 
within this diverse community 
is essential. The Kolapore 
Wilderness Trails Association 
depends on membership dues, 
donations, and map sales 
for funding, and is currently 
seeking charitable status. 

To partake in Kolapore’s 
winter beauty, first purchase 
a guide map, available online 
or by mail. Maps are sold 
locally, including at Ravenna 
Country Market. Because 
this is a wilderness area of 
several thousand acres with 
a complex trail network, a 
map is critical. There are three 
main access points: West, 
East, and North as detailed 
on the map. Grey Rd.2, north 
of Feversham and south of 
Thornbury marks the eastern 
boundary of Kolapore Uplands.

 If you have minimal cross-
country ski experience, start 
from the East or West parking 
lots to explore the easy terrain 

� Crossing a solidly built bridge are Valerie Jones and Richard Ellen, 
wearing a Trail Guide bib that indicates he volunteers to assist with trail 
directions. PHOTO BY BRUCE KING.
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Kolapore Wilderness Trails can provide many 
seasons worth of amazing, cross-country 
skiing. The wild beauty of the area will also 
capture your heart.



� Cool and cozy: a quinzhee snow shelter near the University of Toronto Outing Club house.

of the county forest. These 
gently rolling trails through 
hardwood and cedar forest 
provide a relaxing introduction 
to quiet and solitude. Wildlife 
paths crisscross the trail, 
woodpeckers tap a rhythm, 
and tranquility prevails. 
Here is a wonderful place to 
unwind and breathe fresh air.

More experienced and 
adventurous skiers can park at 
the main North lot to explore 
the vastness of Kolapore 
Uplands. The “Magellan Loop” 
includes all the perimeter 
trails including some very 
challenging downhill runs 
and climbs for a total distance 
of 21.6 km. A shorter but 
still difficult loop includes 
Entrance North to Kolapore 
Church to Paradise Highway 
to Marc’s Folly to Trail to 
Summit to Jackrabbit to 
Wild Mouse to Paradise 

Highway totaling 11.8 km. 
These colourful trail names 
evoke history and possibility. 
Traversing hardwood forests, 
pine plantations, abandoned 
farm fields and the Mill Creek 
valley, you will experience the 
wild majesty of Kolapore. 

The Views
For the full flavour of Kolapore, 
take the steep climb to Mt. 
Dhaulagiri’s summit. The views 
are spectacular. Like all of 
the Niagara Escarpment, Mt. 
Dhaulagiri had its origins in a 
warm, saltwater sea over 400 
million years ago. The corals 
turned to hard dolostone 
through the ages. The softer 
surrounding rock eroded 
away through glacial, water 
and wind action. Today the 
resulting rock mound is known 
as a bioherm. In the snowy 
depths of a Grey County 
winter, Mt. Dhauligiri does not 
feel tropical. It does, however, 
provide a unique vantage point 

� This gauge in the heart of 
Kolapore Uplands shows a deep 

snowbase of 25” or 63 cm.
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over the Kolapore Uplands 
and a wondrous wilderness 
trail network. NEV

Sandra J. Howe writes, 
photographs and guides 

adventure tours in Grey-Bruce. 
Her last feature for Niagara 
Escarpment Views was “Beaver 
River Kayak Adventure,” Summer 
2014. For more, see Grey-Bruce 
Adventours on Facebook.

� Author Sandra J. Howe at junction of Jackrabbit Trail. PHOTO BY BRUCE KING.
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