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In the Van Vliet house, the large, 
impressive painting is dwarfed by the 

beauty seen through the wall of windows.

MAXIMUM VIEWS



� The dark feature wall and curved sectional couch anchors the large, bright open-concept space.

� With solar panels on the roof, in-floor heating and a wall 
of south-facing windows, this house is kept toasty warm.
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THIS STUNNING HOUSE 
with a south-facing 
wall of windows onto 
Niagara Escarpment 

land is minimalism at its 
best: clean without being cold, 
simple without being plain. The 
minimalist design emphasizes 
the drama of the changing 
nature of the outdoors. As 
you experience the house, the 
beautiful view is saved for last, 
offering an exciting reward.

Entering the house, you 
pass through empty corridors 
with views to the landscaping 
at the public, front side of the 
building. A small, cozy corner 

den, although with 12-foot 
ceilings, hints at the outdoors 
through shaded windows.

Then an open area beckons 
at the end of the interior 
walkway. First you see white: 
a kitchen island, a wall of 
sleek cabinets, then beyond, 
an upholstered armchair 
and a dark feature wall. But 
when you enter the main 
living space, you gasp.

Ceilings reach up to 14 feet 
yet the room is comfortable. 
A vast live-edge wood 
dining table is surrounded 
by warm orange-coloured 
upholstered chairs. A long 

island counter has room for 
four matching bar-height 
chairs, as well as the double 
sink and cooktop. At the far 
end of the living room is a 
curving sectional couch that 
shelters a coffee table and 
fireplace. In a corner is a baby 
grand piano that seems to 
take up no space at all. These 
few, carefully chosen pieces 
provide all that is necessary 
to entertain a large crowd 
while retaining intimacy.

Yet it is the interplay of 
outdoors with indoors, of light 
and space and proximity to 
nature provided by the huge 

wall of windows, that makes 
this house exceptional.

When you can tear yourself 
away from the main space, you 
learn that there is a home office 
tucked out of sight beyond 
the piano, and that behind 
the living room feature wall 
is the master suite, with its 
own wall of windows and a 
lavish bathroom that includes 
a private water closet and sink 
hidden behind a sliding wall 
panel. The deep teardrop-
shaped white tub is inviting 

� A corridor connects the entry and the main living space.� The relatively small den provides a cozy atmosphere away from the vast living area.
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but Audrey Van Vliet, owner 
with her husband, reveals 
that she prefers showers, 
saying that in the first two 
years of living there, “I’ve 
only had a bath in it once.”

The lower level has two 
bedrooms, large spaces for 
a family room and home 
gym, and a walkout to the 
rear garden and terrace. 
Generous windows bring in 
light and natural scenery.

“I don’t want it to feel 
like you’re standing in a 
basement,” Audrey adds. 

Design Challenges
Located in Jordan, the house 
is 2,000 square feet on 10 acres 
of land that has a Blue Side 
Trail of The Bruce Trail on 
it. The Niagara Escarpment 
Commission, Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation 
Authority, the Region of 
Niagara and the Town of 
Lincoln all had to be satisfied 
before a development 
permit could be issued.

“The property was identified 
as an Area of Natural and 
Scientific Interest and required 
specific setbacks and a tree 
preservation study,” says 
Todd Barber of Forestgreen 
Creations, who designed 
the house. “The goal of the 
project was to create a house 

that would be integrated 
into the site, and that would 
allow its occupants to enjoy 
the views and vistas of the 
land as it unfolds from east to 
west. We wanted to maximize 
the opportunity for a view of 
the outdoors, so we provided 
floor to ceiling windows that 
also wrap around the corners 
of the large central volume of 
the home. I would describe 
this contemporary home as 

‘planted in the landscape.’”

Storage Details
“You can’t hide things in here,” 
says Audrey. “It gets to be 
an eyesore. You have to be 
selective with what gets put 
out. And I enjoy my kitchen 
now, but it took me a while 
to get used to everything in 
drawers instead of cupboards.” 
She is pleased with the work 
of Tom Ellis of Artcraft 
Kitchens, who made all the 
cabinetry in the house.

“I was an active participant 
in the layout of the entire 
space,” explains Ellis. “I 
relocated the laundry so it 
could also serve as a pantry 
by tucking it behind the 
tall appliance cabinetry of 
the kitchen. When entering 
the house from the garage 

“The goal of the project was to create a 
house that would be integrated into the 
site, and that would allow its occupants 
to enjoy the views and vistas of the land 
as it unfolds from east to west.”

� The baby grand piano was a gift from Audrey’s husband. Beyond, 
a home office is tucked out of sight of the main room.
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� The sleek master bathroom offers a lot of 
storage in cabinetry by Artcraft Kitchens.

Continued on page 36  �

Continued from page 19 �



� The Van Vliet minimalist house from the road. � Shiny white kitchen cabinets store everything out of sight in drawers.
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Continued from page 35  �

the pantry is on the way, 
eliminating carrying groceries 
and supplies into the kitchen. 
The kitchen has an eight-foot-
wide upper storage cabinet 
with a single swing-over 
door. When the kitchen is 
in use this door remains 
open while you are preparing 
meals and unloading the 
dishwasher. When the chores 
are done the door is closed.”

Home of Distinction
This house was on the 
2013 Homes of Distinction 
Christmas House Tour in St. 
Catharines, to benefit Niagara 
Life Centre, which supports 

people going through a life 
crisis. John Kazmir of Studio 
76, who had helped with 
the original design of the 
house, decorated the house 
for the Christmas tour. 

“We brought in a ton of 
stuff but John said your 
house absorbs it all,” says 
Audrey. Sculptor Floyd 
Elzinga displayed some of 
his pieces both inside and 
out, and the house was able 
to take many large works of 
art without looking crowded.

Yet for Audrey, it’s all 
about her wall of windows. 

“It’s an ever-changing view. 
This is my art.”  NEV

� The bright lower level has a walkout to the terrace. Floyd Elzinga’s 
sculpture was on display for the Christmas house tour.
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